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“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also on the things of others”
Philippians 2:3,4

By God’s grace, | would do anything | could to be a blessing to our veter-
ans. | know the family of FLBC would do the same. Currently Fountain of Life
—= Bible Church has two ordained members serving as chaplains in Iraq and
Afghanistan. We have many Vietnam veterans, Gulf War veterans, and those
currently serving around the world. We here at FLBC realize that freedom isn’t
free and that it comes at a high cost. Jesus Christ demonstrated that the cost of
| freedom is blood which God incarnate gave to purchase our eternal freedom.
. 58,126 Americans died in Vietnam and hundreds are still MIA/POW. When our
Vietham veterans came home from war they were spit on and insulted. They
should have come home to a hero’s welcome and were denied that right. | was
disappointed in our local T.V. coverage, and local politician support. It seems that
a festival dedicated to depressed fruit (Blue Plum) was of more interest and
importance than demonstrating support and appreciation to our veterans. One
shouldn’t be too surprised by politicians when the Commander and Chief him-
self didn't think it important to visit Arlington Cemetery on Memorial Day.

| witnessed numerous men shed tears that weekend, upon meeting old
comrades they hadn’t seen since Vietnam. Many veterans commented that final-
ly they felt as though they were welcomed home. Grandfathers showed children
the meaning of military paraphernalia and where they fought. Indeed healing
was evident to many who before had no one to relate too except one who had
been there. | heard wives share accounts of the nightmares their husbands
endure years after being home. | spoke with wives who recalled kissing their
young husbands goodbye and never seeing them alive again. There was a wall
of all the names of those Kkilled in Vietnam from the state of Tennessee. Many
folks brought remembrances and laid them at the base of the memorial. | knew
four of the names from Boones Creek High School and shed tears for such
young lives cut short.

| believe in giving credit where credit is due. Undoubtedly the hardest work-
® ing man in this project was Vietnam veteran Larkey Tyree. He was like the dew
. that covered Dixie he was everywhere and didn'’t try to kill a single person who
. asked stupid questions (predominantly asked by yours truly). Also those who
worked ever so hard where; Sam Jones, Ken LaFevor, John Miller, Sam Monk,
Gene Vollmers, Paul Williams, Moe Baines, Ken Ball, Larry Bennett, Mike
Burleson. Darrell Flethcher, Edd Hodages, Angela Johnson and Geoff Johnson,
and many more that | wish time and space would permit recognition. To you my
precious patriots, | give a hearty salute and pray God’s blessing on each and
every one of you!






